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LOCATION AND GETTING HERE

GETTING TO VENDÉE BY CAR:

2 motorways (A83 and A87)

Vendée is situated on the Atlantic coast in western France, to the south of the Loire, between Nantes and La 
Rochelle.

786 km from Luxembourg
935 km from Berne
1 714 km from Rome
986 km de Madrid

424 km from Paris 
803 km from London
1 468 km from Berlin
735 km from Brussels 

GETTING TO VENDÉE BY TRAIN:
Nearest TGV train stations: La Roche-sur-Yon, Les Sables d'Olonne, Nantes, Niort, La Rochelle.
Connecting train stations:  Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, Challans, Luçon, Montaigu.
Schedules on : www.oui.sncf

GETTING TO VENDÉE BY FERRY/TUNNEL:
Portsmouth to Saint-Malo (Brittany Ferries) – 265 km from Vendée 

Portsmouth to Caen (Brittany Ferries) – 393 km from Vendée 

Plymouth or Cork to Roscoff (Brittany Ferries) – 402 km from Vendée

Ramsgate to Le Havre (Euroferries) and Dover to Le Havre (Speedferries) – 421 km from Vendée 

Dover to Calais (P&O Ferries and LD Lines) and Folkestone to Calais (Eurotunnel and Speedferries) – 636 km from 
Vendée 

Rosslare to Saint-Nazaire (LD Lines) – 676 km from Vendée 

GETTING TO VENDÉE BY PLANE:
2 airports:  La Rochelle - Ile de Ré et Nantes - Atlantique
1 aerodrome : Les Ajoncs in La Roche-sur-Yon.
Direct flights from Nantes Atlantique Airport:

France
     Lille (Hop ! Air France; easyJet)
     Paris Orly et Paris Roissy-Charles de Gaulle (Air France)
     Strasbourg (Hop ! Air France; Volotea)
     Lyon (Hop ! Air France ; easyJet)
     Bordeaux (Chalair Aviation)
     Marseille (Hop ! Air France)

In Europe

Ireland:
Dublin (Ryanair ; Aer Lingus)

United Kingdom: 
     London Gatwick, London Heathrow et London Luton
     (easyJet ; British Airways)
     Manchester (Flybe)

Netherlands: 
     Amsterdam (KLM Royal Dutch Airline)

Germany: 
     Berlin (Transavia), Munich (Lufthansa)

Belgium: 
     Brussels (Brussels Airlines)

Switzerland: 
     Geneva @(easyJet)

Italy: 
     Rome (Vueling ; Transavia)
     Milan (Air France ; easyJet)

Spain: 
     Barcelona (Vueling)
     Madrid (Iberia)

Portugal: 
      Lisbon (TAP Air Portugal ; Transavia ; easyJet)
       Porto (easyJet ;Transavia ; ASL Airlines)

For all destinations and schedules, go to: 
www.nantes.aeroport.fr

Direct flights from La Rochelle - Ile de Ré Airport:

France
     Paris Orly (Hop ! Air France)
     Lyon (Hop ! Air France)

In Europe

Ireland:
Dublin (Ryanair)

United Kingdom: 
 London Gatwick et London Stansted (easyJet et Ryanair)

      Leeds (Jet 2)

Belgium: 
Brussels (Ryanair)

Switzerland: 
Geneva (easyJet)

Portugal: 
 Porto (Ryanair)

For all destinations and schedules, go to: 
www.larochelle.aeroport.fr
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Explore Vendée in the saddle!
With 1,800 km of cycle paths, including 1,150 km of departmental 
cycle tracks, Vendée has the biggest cycle network of any French 
department. Vendée boasts specific signage, car-free cycle paths and 
the “Accueil Vélo” mark for cyclist-friendly service providers, making 
it the ideal destination for the perfect cycling holiday with family or 
friends. 

Cycling enthusiasts can explore the department’s iconic patchwork 
landscape by bike as they travel along its many countryside tracks, 
navigating their way through dunes, forests, marshes, vineyards and 
hills. In short, Vendée is a dream destination for cyclists. 

Cycling in Vendée – 10 key figures:

- the Vélodyssée®: France’s longest véloroute, stretching 
for 1,200 km along the Atlantic shoreline from Brittany to 
the Basque coast (200 km in Vendée) ;

- the Vélo Francette®: a trail that passes through Norman-
dy, the Pays de la Loire and northern Nouvelle Aquitaine (10 
km in Vendée) ;

- vendeevelo.vendee-tourisme.com, available in French, 
English, German and Dutch. The website boasts unique 
features including an interactive map showing the depart-
ment’s cycle paths, an “Accueil Vélo” service provider 
geolocation function, and the option to purchase 
dedicated cycling breaks.

6th Grand Départ of the Tour de France in Vendée in 
2018 ;

2 famous véloroute trails:

More than 1,800 km of cycle paths (including 1,150 km 
on the departmental circular route) ;

29 circular cycle routes from 10 km to 80 km in Vendée ;

More than 1,000,000 cyclists in Vendée in 2017 (up 6% 
on 2016) ;

More than 80% of people who use the department’s 
cycle paths do so between April and September, and more 
than 50% in the summer season (July and August) ;

175 service providers awarded the “Accueil Vélo” mark;

75,000 “Vendée Vélo” brochures distributed;

1 website dedicated to cycling : 
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The must-have Vendée Vélo 
2018 brochure

The brochure features more than 50 detailed maps 
showing 1,800 km of cycle trails, plus highlights along the 
routes and “Accueil Vélo” service providers.
To order your copy, write to: info@vendee-tourisme.com



Cycling highlights in Vendée for 2018
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Tuesday 9 to Monday 15 October 2018: La Fête du Chrono – Les 
Herbiers
This seven-day cycling-themed event in Les Herbiers will feature sporting 
activities, a market fair, evening entertainment and, of course, the 37th 

edition of the famous Chrono des Nations time-trial road race on 
Sunday 14 October 2018, which marks the end of the professional season in 
France.

Monday 26 March to 1st April 2018: Cycling Week
Vendéspace in Mouilleron-le-Captif is holding a week-long series of 
cycling-themed events – a unique experience for schoolchildren in 
partnership with the Departmental Committee for Cycling, featuring 
bike-themed workshops, cycle tours, Vendée Freestyle Session shows and 
more besides.

Friday 18 May to Sunday 2 September 2018: “A bicyclette” exhibition 
at the Historial de la Vendée
The Historial de la Vendée in Mouilleron-le-Captif is hosting a bike- 
themed exhibition entitled “A bicyclette”.

Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 June 2018: third edition of Les Vélos 
Régalades in La Tranche sur Mer
La Tranche sur Mer plays host to food-and wine-themed circular cycle 
tours, where the emphasis is on warmth, fun and entertainment.

Sunday 23 September 2018: Vélocéane – Departing from La Garnache
Vélocéane is a cycle tour complete with fun, family-friendly entertain-
ment. Following on from the 2017 edition on the Ile d’Yeu, the 2018 event 
will depart from La Garnache. 

Sunday 6 October 2018: 47th Tour de Vendée
The Tour de Vendée is a professional cycling race departing from Dom-
pierre-sur-Yon. It forms part of the French Road Cycling Cup and Union 
Cycliste Internationale calendars.
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Sixth Grand Départ of the Tour de France in
Vendée
A region with cycling heritage, Vendée is proud to host the Grand Départ of the Tour de France for the sixth time in
2018.

7

1976 1993 1999 2005
2011

Grand Départ in 
Saint Jean de Monts

Grands Départs at Le 
Puy du Fou®

Grand Départ in 
Fromentine

Grand Départ at the 
Passage du Gois 

(Noirmoutier Island)

Look back at the five previous Grands Départs of the Tour de France in Vendée:

Highlights of past Tour de France stages in Vendée:
1934: La Roche-sur-Yon. Antonin Magne was on his way to his second Tour victory.
1975: Saint Jean de Monts. Eddy Merckx, already the world champion, dominated here in a time trial stage.
1979: Jean-René Bernaudeau, from Saint-Maurice-le-Girard in Vendée. 5th in the general classification and the White Jersey for
best young rider.
2011: Thomas Voeckler, an honorary Vendéen and the Yellow Jersey wearer for ten days in 2004, repeated this form in 2011 and
achieved 4th place in the general classification. In 2012, he took the Tour de France king of the mountains overall prize.



Stage 1, Saturday 7 July 2018
Noirmoutier en l'île > Fontenay le Comte

On Saturday 7 July 2018, the peloton will set off from 
Noirmoutier en l'île and finish in the town of Fontenay le 
Comte (201 km). The riders will follow the Côte de 
Lumière coastline for 110 km and make their way across 
the Marais poitevin before finishing in Fontenay le Comte.

Towns on the route:
Noirmoutier en  l'île, L'Épine, Barbâtre, La Barre de Monts, 
Notre Dame de Monts, Saint Jean de Monts, Saint Hilaire 
de Riez, Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, Givrand, Brétignolles sur 
Mer, Brem sur Mer, Olonne sur Mer, Les Sables d'Olonne, 
Château d'Olonne, Talmont Saint Hilaire, Jard sur Mer, 
Saint Vincent sur Jard, Longeville sur Mer, la Tranche sur 
Mer, la Faute sur Mer, Grues, Saint Michel en l'Herm, 
Triaize, Champagné les Marais, Puyravault, Sainte Radé-
gonde des Noyers, Chaillé les Marais, Vouillé les Marais, La 
Taillée, Le Gué de Vélluire, Vix, Maillé, Maillezais, Saint 
Pierre le Vieux, Saint Martin de Fraigneau, Fontenay le 
Comte.

ère
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For more information : 
Visit the dedicated area of the website at: 
www.vendee-tourism.co.uk
Discover> Occasions> Vendée-cycling and Le Tour de 
France



Stage 2, Sunday 8 July 2018
Mouilleron-Saint-Germain > La Roche-sur-Yon

The second stage sets off on 8 July 2018 from Mouilleron-Saint-Germain, the home of Georges 
Clemenceau. The 176 riders will travel 183 kilometres on rolling roads before arriving in La 
Roche-sur-Yon for a sprint finish.

Towns on the route:
Mouilleron-Saint-Germain, Cheffois, La Châtaigneraie, La Tardière, Saint Pierre du Chemin, Réaumur, 
Montournais, La Meilleraie-Tillay, Pouzauges, La Flocellière, Saint Michel Mont Mercure, Saint Mars la 
Réorthe, Les Herbiers, La Gaubretière, Saint Martin des Tilleuls, Tiffauges, La Bruffière, Treize-Sep-
tiers, La Guyonnière, Montaigu, Boufféré, L'Herbergement, Montréverd (Saint André Treize Voies 
puis Mormaison), Les Lucs sur Boulogne, Beaufou, Palluau, La Chapelle-Palluau, Aizenay, Beaulieu 
sous la Roche, Saint Georges de Pointindoux, Sainte Flaive des Loups, Nieul le Dolent, Aubigny les 
Clouzeaux (Aubigny), Nesmy, Rives de l'Yon (Saint Florent des Bois), La Roche-sur-Yon.

Five key tourist attractions along the route of stage 2 of the Tour de France in Vendée:
1/ Le Château de Pouzauges
This mediaeval fortress, which stands in a historic town in the Bocage Vendéen, was built in the 
12th century. It boasts an impressive defensive system and a 355-metre curtain wall.

2/ Saint Michel Mont Mercure
Saint Michel Mont Mercure, the highest point in Vendée and the neighbouring departments, 
stands at 290 metres above sea level and overlooks the Bocage. At the top of the church 
tower is a statue of Saint Michel (9,6 metres tall, weighing 1,600 kg) – a replica of the same statue 
at the Basilica of Notre-Dame-de-Fourvière in Lyon.

3/ Le Château de Tiffauges
The former residence of Gilles de Rais, the Château de Tiffauges is the largest fortress in 
western France. The château is also home to the mediaeval artillery conservatory – the only one 
of its kind in Europe!
 

4/ Le Mémorial de la Vendée (Les Lucs sur Boulogne)
The Mémorial de la Vendée commemorates the Vendée Wars, paying homage to the 564 people 
of Les Lucs sur Boulogne who were slaughtered by the “infernal columns”. The museum 
boasts a “fifth façade” in the shape of an impressive 8,000 m² planted roof. 
 

5/ Moulin à eau de Rambourg (Nesmy)
This water tower, nestled in green surroundings on the banks of the Yon, still has its original equip-
ment dating from the early 20th century fully intact.

Not to be missed: Thursday 5 July 2018 
Team presentation at La Roche-sur-Yon
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Ready for a holiday?
Set off on your own Tour and explore the jewels of Vendée, with 
a selection of nine Vibrant, Vivacious and Verdant getaways 
to choose from... 

410

Vendée is a great destination in any season!

Special offer for 2018 
An exceptional event deserves an exceptional offer. So to celebrate 
the Grand Départ of the Tour de France in Vendée on 7 July 2018, 
Vendée Tourisme and its partners – Campings Vendée – have put 
together a special offer. Buy 1 week and get 1 week free for any 
stay from 30 June to 14 July 2018. Book the special offer before 7 
June 2018 for campsites and before 20 June 2018 for Gîtes de France 
properties. The exclusive offer is available at around 90 campsites (2 
to 5 stars) and at self-catering properties.

Find all the offers on www.vendee-tourism.co.uk

vendee-tourisme.com
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Hébergements

EN VENDÉE, 
VIVEZ LE TOUR 
DE FRANCE 
AVEC UN GRAND…

Consulter toutes les offres sur www.vendee-tourisme.com

*Code promo TDF Vendée pour tout séjour entre le 30 juin et le 14 juillet 2018, réservé avant le 7 juin 2018 pour les campings et le 20 juin 2018 pour les locations Gîtes de France de Vendée.

1 semaine 
achetée

1 semaine 
offerte*=



www.vendee-tourism.co.uk

La Vendée, a Grand Départ that stirs the emotions

SARDINES
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Plan the holiday of a lifetime in Vendée

1. Noirmoutier Island
Experience the Grand Départ

as a family

2. Saint Jean de Monts
Vendée Océan
Explore by bike at

your own pace

A dream race along the coast

3. Saint Gilles Croix de Vie

4. Les Sables d’Olonne
A seaside stage

5. Vendée Grand 
Littoral

Escape among the dunes
6. La Tranche

sur Mer
A stage in 

« Little California »

7. Sud Vendée Littoral
A stage in unspoilt natural

surroundings

8. Sud Vendée Tourism
A cultural stage in
Fontenay le Comte

9. Mouilleron-Saint-Germain
A sprint in the homeland of the two

Fathers of Victory
A historic finish in the imperial city

Step 2
Sunday 8 July 2018

Step 1
Saturday 7 July 2018

For more information about The Grand Départ of Tour de France 2018 and the touristic destinations on the route in Vendée, 
visit the dedicated area of the website : Discover > Occasions > Vendée – cycling and Le Tour de France



Noirmoutier Island is a seaside gem that is surprisingly easy to 
access (toll-free bridge and flooded road). The island boasts 
diverse landscapes, unique features and rich heritage – sandy 
coves around Bourgneuf Bay, light-sand dunes facing the Atlan-
tic, and 40 km of beaches where visitors can spend quality 
time as a family, or indulge in water sports or fishing. The island 
is also known for its traditional, preserved white houses with 
blue shutters. 

The local cuisine is inspired by sumptuous produce that springs 
from the island’s soil and the surrounding waters – new pota-
toes, sea bass, sole, lobster, fleur de sel, salicornia and fine de 
claire oysters. The island is also home to two-Michelin-starred 
Chef Alexandre Couillon and his restaurant, La Marine, in 
L’Herbaudière.
With its picturesque streets and 83 km of cycle paths, cycling 
is the best way to savour what Noirmoutier Island has to offer, 
whatever the season.

Noirmoutier Island: Experience the Grand Départ as a family

Must-see attractions

he Passage du Gois is a flooded 4.2 km 
road and the only one of its kind in the 
world. It is the umbilical cord that connects 
the island to the mainland and can only be 
passed twice a day, at low tide. A listed 
“site of historic public interest” since 1942, 
the passage is a sandbank formed by 
opposing counter-currents. It was covered 
with stones in 1832. The passage, which 
features nine signposts, is a popular beach 
fishing spot. It became a listed national 
interest and heritage site on 2 November 
2017.

Passage du Gois

This unspoilt natural environment is one of 
the island’s hidden jewels. The eastern side 
of the island is typically known for its holly 
oaks and Mediterranean species, but the 
Bois des Eloux is a stunning maritime pine 
forest with heady scents and an undulating 
terrain – home to the island’s highest 
point at 22 metres above sea level. 
Visitors can stroll through the forest on 
signposted footpaths.

Bois des Eloux

Le Vieil is a picture-postcard village with 
narrow streets lined with dry stone walls 
and pretty family homes nestled on the 
sand. It’s hard to believe that this was the 
place where France’s very first submarine 
was unveiled to the government in 1832. 
The craft was the brainchild of Brutus 
Villeroy, a primary school teacher on the 
island. One of the pretty streets in the 
village is named after him. The village is 
home to plenty of other hidden gems, 
including the Mardi Gras beach where 
César and Rosalie – a film starring Romy 
Schneider, Yves Montand and Samy Frey 
– was shot.

Le Vieil
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Great places to stay
Le Général d’Elbée Hotel (4 stars) & Nuxe Spa
This fully renovated 18th century residence boasts 26 sumptuous rooms, each with 
its own style, offering the perfect balance between the charms of the past and 
top-quality services and amenities. Every room is unique. Situated at Noirmoutier 
heritage port just a stone’s throw from the château, the hotel features private 
lounges, a lounge bar, a heated pool in the lush gardens and a Nuxe spa.

2 place d’Armes – 85 330 Noirmoutier en l’île 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 39 10 29 – www.generaldelbee.fr

Les Quatre Vents holiday village 
This holiday village boasts self-catering properties for between 2 and 16 guests 
(and up to 50 guests in the off-season), complete with covered pool, direct access 
to the beach and the forest, and plenty of entertainment. Guests can hire bikes, 
use the wellness, sauna and gym facilities, play tennis, or go sea kayaking. It’s 
ideal for a weekend’s cycling break with friends, or for a family get-together or 
reunion.

8 rue des Eloux – 85 740 l’Epine 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 35 88 00 – www.quatrevents.com

La Villa en l’Ile Hotel (3 stars)
La Villa en l’Ile is a 3-star hotel on the outskirts of the Bois de la Chaise. With 22 
rooms for between 1 and 5 guests, it’s an elegant property with comfortable, 
modern accommodation. The stunning spa is open all year round and offers a temp-
ting selection of treatments. The heated pool opens right at the start of spring. The 
owners, Nelly and Patrick, are true ambassadors of the island and leave no stone 
unturned to keep guests happy. They willingly share their passion for Noirmoutier 
and talk about their favourite spots, as well as suggesting ways for guests to make 
the most of their stay.

What’s more: guests can hire bikes on site, or use the bike shelter and repair kit.

38 avenue Victoire  – 85 330 Noirmoutier
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 39 06 82 – Mail : contact@lavillaenlile.com – www.lavillaenlile.com

Great places to eat

Les Brisants
This fine-dining restaurant serving 
home-made cuisine is situated in a 
stunning 17th-century manor house in the 
heart of Noirmoutier en l’Ile, in a pretty 
little square behind the château. The 
menu is a celebration of surf and turf, 
served by a team that shares a love for the 
island’s cuisine and its people.

1 rue de la Cure - 85 330 Noirmoutier en l’île 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 39 61 97 
www.legrandfour.com

Les BrisantsLe Grand Four
Head to La Cabane to sample oysters 
straight from the oyster farm’s maturation 
bed – either on-site or to take away, and on 
their own or accompanied with shellfish, 
tapas and organic wine. And the sunset is a 
sight not to be missed. La Cabane is a great 
place to dine with family and friends. 

Pont de l’Arceau - 85 740 L’Epine  
Tel. : +33 (0)6 65 74 09 60

Les BrisantsLa Cabane
The Bois des Eloux is a maritime pine forest 
that runs along the beach between La 
Guérinière and L’Epine, with several 
outdoor picnic areas. It’s a haven of peace 
and tranquillity, where the only sounds are 
the birds, the waves lapping on the beach, 
and the pine needles crunching underfoot. 
The fragrant scent of pine sap mixes with 
the salty aroma of the sea nearby. In 
summer, stick around for a siesta or a dip in 
the ocean. At other times of year, take a 
stroll along the signposted paths to the 
highest point on the island and admire the 
vast expanse of blue ocean through a gap 
in the trees.

Picnic in the Bois des
Eloux

Wellness

Family's 
favorite

Wellness
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The picturesque cycling trail
Noirmoutier Island boasts 83 km of cycle paths, including three 
circular trails that are ideal for exploring what the island has to 
offer by bike with family and friends, or alone if you’re a nature lover. 
Each trail, between 19 and 23 km in length, is interspersed with obser-
vation points and boards containing information about the island’s 
heritage. You can pick up a free map of the trails at the Tourist Office. 

Between beaches and ports: 
This trail starts at the château overlooking the Noirmoutier en l’Ile 
heritage port. Follow the embankment bordering Müllembourg 
nature reserve and admire the hundreds of birds that live there, then 
head deep into the famous Bois de la Chaise, where you’ll fund 
hundreds of turn-of-the-century villas and chalets and stunning sandy 
coves. Next, the trail takes you along the coast towards the 
picture-postcard village of Le Vieil, where common hollyhocks grow 
along the dry stone walls. As you hug the coast around the “head” of 
the island, you’ll pass through farmland where new potatoes are 
grown before reaching the fishing port and marina.

Two other recommended signposted trails: “Between marshes and 
mills” and “Between Gois and forests”.

Here, Pierre and Géraldine make 
savoury and sweet biscuits, fleur de sel 
ganache, mimosa marshmallow, Valen-
tine’s macarons and delicious preserves 
– each an authentic Vendéen treat for 
the tastebuds

2 Rue Marouettes - 85 330 Noirmoutier
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 35 33 39
www.lespetitscagniotes.com

Le Fumoir, which opened a year 
ago, sells smoked pollock, tuna and 
mackerel landed at Vendée’s ports. 

116 route de l’Herbaudière
85 330 Noirmoutier en l’île 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 28 17 60 42 
www.lefumoirdenoirmoutier.fr

L E S   P E T I T S
C A G N I O T E S L E   F U M O I R

Artisan biscuit factory

Meeting with...

Hervé Zarka, salt maker
Known as “Hervé the salt maker”, he harbours a passion for salt. And he 
shares his passion with visitors by offering guided tours of the salt 
marshes on board a traditional cart pulled by two magnificent Percheron 
horses. The tour looks at the history of salt, from its era as “white gold” 
to its fall from grace. Hervé explains how sea water makes its slow 
journey to the salt pans and how the small white cones crystallise. He 
also points out the local plants and wildlife along the way. This 
slow-paced tour through the countryside is a delight for people of all 
ages.

Tours depart twice a day from in front of the château every day in July 
and August, except Saturdays
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 35 71 65

Places to shop
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Recommendations

New potatoes

Spider crab soup

Creamy salted caramel



The bicycle, or the “little queen” as it was once affectionately 
known in France, is part and parcel of the history of Saint Jean de 
Monts. Before other modes of transport became widespread, the bicycle 
was for a long time the only way that most people here could get around. 
The dandy horse, invented by German Karl Drais in 1817 was a staple 
feature of local life in Saint Jean de Monts throughout the 20th century.

Cycling enthusiast Guy Merlin, former president of Fontenay sous Bois 
cycling club on the outskirts of Paris, had the idea of using the Tour de 
France to promote his seafront apartments. In 1972, Saint Jean de Monts 
was in the news across Europe as the tour passed through the town in 
front of the conference centre now known as Odysséa.

Four years later, in 1976, the tour placed Merlin Plage – and the “Mari-
nas” by the pier – very much in the limelight.

Aside from sporting competitions, Saint Jean de Monts Vendée Océan 
is known as a great destination for cycling holidays with family and 
friends. Get in the saddle and head along the 171 km of cycle paths, 
53% of which are car-free paths – the largest safe network of trails in 
the Pays de la Loire region. What’s more, sensitive natural areas make up 
80% of the network, including 15% in national forests. 

Other types of cycle with 4, 8 and 10 wheels, known locally as “Rosalies”, 
promise fun and excitement for people of all ages. People in Saint Jean 
de Monts are passionate about cycling. It’s about sharing, stirring the 
emotions, and bringing people together.

Saint Jean de Monts Vendée Océan: 
Explore by bike at your own pace

Must-see attractions

Only visible during exceptionally low tides, 
Pont d’Yeu is a natural causeway that can 
stretch for up to 4 km out to sea, emer-
ging from the ocean like an island between 
Notre Dame de Monts and Ile d’Yeu. It is 
probably this unique trait that gave the 
place its name, since there is no actual 
“bridge” (pont in French) here. Pont d’Yeu 
is a popular fishing spot. Hundreds of 
amateurs and enthusiasts wait with bated 
breath for the next low tide to watch the 
spectacle unfold and to indulge their 
passion with family and friends.

Le Pont d’Yeu

Opened more than half a century ago, 
Saint Jean de Monts pier is a popular place 
to take a stroll or indulge in a spot of 
fishing. The pier is the iconic picture-post-
card image of the town. Construction 
work on the pier, which juts out just over 
400 metres into the sea, began in 1963 in 
an effort to boost the seaside town’s 
appeal. It reopened in 2013 and, over the 
years, has become a favourite spot for net 
fishers and anglers. The nearby picnic areas 
and wooden deck chairs are the ideal place 
to relax by the sea.

The Pier

Le Pey de la Blet is a 25-metre-high 
viewpoint above the canopy, offering 
unbroken views across the Marais breton 
vendéen, the dune forest, Ile d’Yeu, 
Noirmoutier Island and the ocean. Nestled 
at the heart of the forest of Pays de Monts, 
the viewpoint can be accessed on foot, by 
bike (Vélodyssée) or by car. It draws in 
thousands of visitors keen to get a view of 
the islands. The viewpoint’s beacon shape 
is a nod to the maritime culture of La Barre 
de Monts and Fromentine.

Le Pey de la Blet
viewpoint

15



Great places to stay
Camping Le Grand Jardin (4 stars)
This campsite, which holds the “Accueil Vélo” mark, offers sweeping views across 
the Marais breton vendéen and direct access to the seawater canals for fishing 
and canoeing enthusiasts.

New for 2018 : a magical children’s playground.

50 rue de la Barre de Monts - 85 690 Notre Dame de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 28 11 21 75 - Mail : contact@legrandjardin.net 
www.legrandjardin.net - Contact : Madame Claire BUTON

Domaine Le Sherwood
Nestled among the dunes, between the forest of Pays de Mont and the sea and 
beaches, Domaine Le Sherwood is popular for its peaceful, friendly atmosphere. 
It’s the ideal place for a relaxing family break. Open all year round, this unique 
car-free holiday park boasts 16 accommodation units, each evoking a different 
part of the world. Each spacious unit, for between 6 and 16 guests, comes 
complete with high-quality equipment and a terrace with private jacuzzi.

What’s more: the park is situated right next to the Vélodyssée and has a secure 
bike storage facility.

78 rue de la Braie - 85 690 Notre Dame de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)9 67 45 99 52 - Mail : contact@lesherwood.com
www.notre-dame-de-monts.fr/domaine-le-sherwood - Contact : Madame Marie BETEAU

Camping Les Pinèdes de la Caillauderie (2 stars)
This family-run campsite, which holds the “Accueil Vélo” mark, is ideal for those 
who love camping the traditional way. The owners are careful to preserve the 
natural forest environment and go to great lengths to manage the campsite 
responsibly.

Guests can choose from two unusual accommodation options: a duo 
“Camp’étoile” hut and a family version.

111, route de la Caillauderie - 85 160 Saint Jean de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 58 23 76 - Mail : camping.pinedes.caillauderie@gmail.com
camping-pinedes-caillauderie.com/accueil
Contacts : Madame Marion JUTARD et Monsieur Cyril BURGAUDGreat places to eat

Antony and Hélène, who have run the restau-
rant for 11 years, serve up traditional, hearty, 
high-quality French cuisine such as mogette 
bean “gralaïe” and eels with chopped parsley 
and garlic, accompanied by a great wine list 
and attentive service.

For families, the establishment provides high 
chairs, colouring equipment, an indoor play 
area, a baby change area, and a special menu 
for children and teenagers.

55 rue de Saint Jean
85 690 Notre Dame de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 58 86 48  
Mail : restaurantlestran@orange.fr
www.restaurantlestran.com
Contact : Hélène Ollivier-Clautour

L’Estran
The picnic area at Porteau Lock offers 
unbroken views of the fisheries along Pont 
Neuf port, a small, picture-postcard Chinese 
port. The area boasts six picnic benches and a 
children’s playground.

The “Boucle des Panoramas” (one of the 
Vendée Vélo circular cycling routes) passes 
nearby.

Chemin du Beaumanoir 
85550 La Barre-de-Monts

Chef Alicia Baizeau discussed sardine recipes 
in an encounter with a deep-sea fisherman 
from Saint Gilles Croix de Vie. Because the 
local maritime culture was part of her upbrin-
ging, it was a product close to her heart. In the 
end, she decided to serve up a local recipe 
devised by her grandfather, Auguste – 
“Auguste’s open-face sardine sandwich”. The 
dish is available between April and October.

The restaurant also offers stunning panoramic 
sea views.

Avenue des Pays de Loire
85 160 Saint Jean de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 58 82 73 
Mail : accueil@golfsaintjeandemonts.fr 
www.saint- jean-de-monts.com/restau-
rant-du-golf.html

Restaurant du Golf with
panoramic sea views

Family’s
favorite
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The picturesque cycling trail

The “Boucle des Panoramas”
This 26.6 km circular cycling route between La Barre 
de Monts and Notre Dame de Monts is perfect for 
nature-lovers. Hop into the saddle and explore the 
marshes, ocean and forests, admiring the various attrac-
tions along the way, including Le Daviaud, Porteau Lock, 
Pont Neuf, Le Pey de la Blet, Biotopia (“Accueil Vélo” 
mark) and Kulmino (“Accueil Vélo” mark).

An official Vendée Vélo circular route.

City-dweller François Gorvan decided 
to do something different with his life 
and get back to nature. He brews 
craft beers named after the 
marshland birds and runs free guided 
tours of the brewery (book at the 
Saint Jean de Monts Tourist Office).

Lieu-dit La Petite Ramonière
85 690 Notre Dame de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)6 51 05 21 61
Mail : ferme-brasserie@lapetiteramo-
niere.fr
www.lapetiteramoniere.fr

L A   P E T I T E   R A M O N I È R E

Organic brewery

Meeting with...

Yvon Ledanois, sporting director at 
Fortuneo-Oscaro
Yvon Ledanois, 48, is a French former competitive cyclist who took part 
in three Tour de France events. An honorary Vendéen, he lives in Saint 
Jean de Monts and organised the 2011 cyclo-cross race. He is now 
sporting director at Fortuneo-Oscaro.

His son, Kevin, is also part of the Fortuneo family and won the 2015 UCI 
Road World Championships – Men’s under-23 road race.

L E   S A L O N   D E S
D E S S E R T S

Get your hands on some great gifts 
for family and friends back home, 
such as local produce, delicatessen 
products and hampers.

11, Avenue de l’Estacade
Fromentine - 85 550 La Barre de 
Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 68 46 62
Contact : Marie-José Penard

L E   B A Z A R   G O U R M A N D

This patisserie, which holds the 
“Cuisine Montoise” mark, serves 
up local pastries including flan 
maraîchin (known locally as fion), 
brioche and strawberry jam. Le 
Salon des Desserts is also a 
chocolate shop and tea room.

4, Place Jean Yole
85160 Saint Jean de Monts
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 58 17 69
Mail : lesalondesdesserts@gmail.com 
www.le-salon-des-desserts.com 
Contact : Sébastien Caoudal

Places to shop
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Flan maraîchin, a
local pastry

Millet



Saint Gilles Croix de Vie is a place with many facets – long 
beaches, rocky coastlines, dunes, marshes and forests. It’s a 
little corner of paradise known for the sheer diversity of its 
coastal and inland landscapes. And there’s plenty going on 
here, too. 

With 32 km of coastline, 22 beaches and a marina in the town 
centre, Saint Gilles Croix de Vie is a popular destination for 
water sports enthusiasts. 
The town is also a fishing port famous for its sardines – the little 
blue fish that has earned Saint Gilles Croix de Vie the highly 
exclusive “Site Remarquable du Goût” (Remarkable Taste) 
quality mark. It is the only port in France to have earned this 
accolade. 

With 350 km of paths and trails to choose from, Saint Gilles 
Croix de Vie is also a popular choice with cyclists. Each of the 
area’s fourteen communes, nestled between the land and sea, is 
definitely worth a visit. The trails run through diverse landscapes 
along the Vendée cliff road and through the marshes and 
vineyards.

Saint Gilles Croix de Vie: A dream race along the coast 

Must-see attractions

The cliff road runs between Saint Hilaire de 
Riez and Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, offering 
stunning views of the cliffs and rock faces – 
including the impressive “Cinq Pineaux”, a 
listed site whose sinuous form offers photo-
graphers the chance to capture the light 
from different angles and perspectives. A 
picture of the Cinq Pineaux or the Trou du 
Diable with the sun setting over the sea in 
the background is the ideal holiday 
snapshot.

The Vendée cliff road

Saint Gilles Croix de Vie port is a temple 
to maritime culture, playing host to 
around 50 boats, around 100 deep-sea 
fishermen and a fish market that is now 
open to the public. The entrance to the 
port is an iconic location. Here, between 
the Tour Joséphine and the Adon 
lighthouse, sky and ocean merge into one, 
making it seem as though the vessels are 
floating on air. Pick a spot near the Adon 
lighthouse and admire the sweeping vista 
across the channel and the Garenne dune.

Saint Gilles Croix de Vie
fishing port

This place is so peaceful it’s as though time 
has stood still. It’s the ideal spot to try out 
paddle-boarding on the Vertonne and 
Auzance rivers that run through the 
marshes. And, to round off the experience, 
admire the setting sun from a fishing hut 
with a glass in your hand.

The marshes of La Gachère,
Brem sur Mer
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Great places to stay
Hotel La Sterne (2 stars)
The 2-star Hotel La Sterne is a warm, friendly place in the heart of Saint Gilles 
Croix de Vie, just a stone’s throw from the marina, a two-minute walk from the 
train station and 10 minutes from the beach. It boasts 30 quiet, comfortable 
rooms, some with views across the port, making it the ideal place for a seaside 
break in Saint Gilles Croix de Vie with family or friends. The hotel is suitable for 
disabled guests and there is free Wi-Fi throughout the building, including the 
rooms.

2 Place Guy Kergoustin - 85 800 Saint Gilles Croix de Vie
Tél. : 02 51 55 09 50 - E-mail : hotellasterne@cegetel.net
www.hotellasterne.com

La Petite Châtelaine 
This turn-of-the-century manor house, just a stone’s throw from the ocean and the local 
shops, has four themed bedrooms and a self-catering property. There is also a heated 
pool, garden, covered terrace, spa, and a games room with table football and books 
for adults and children alike. Non-therapeutic massages are available (payment 
required). Guests can hire bikes, subject to availability.

Clévacances 4 clés

50 avenue de la Rousselotière - 85 270 Saint Hilaire de Riez 
Tél. : 06 84 94 81 85 - E-mail : lapetitechatelaine@orange.fr
www.lapetitechatelaine.fr

Le Manoir de l’Eolière
This property stands in stunning natural surroundings, just a few minutes from the 
beaches of Brétignolles sur Mer. Le Manoir de l’Eolière, recently converted into a 
charming B&B, is one of the architectural jewels of the Vendée coast. It boasts three 
sumptuous rooms, each with access to the three-hectare grounds planted with a range 
of species. A haven of peace and tranquillity, the estate is well-stocked with game, 
including deer, hares and other woodland species. The property has been awarded the 
Welcome mark on account of its attentive service for English-speaking guests.

L’Eolière - 85 220 Landevieille
Tél. : 02 51 33 69 83 ou 06 32 31 66 85 - E-mail : contact@manoir-eoliere.com
www.manoir-eoliere.fr 

Great places to eat

Annabelle Maran and her partner, head chef 
Sylvain, run this semi-fine-dining restaurant 
boasting warm, knotted wood decor and 
views across Saint Gilles Croix de Vie bay. 
Sylvain serves up elegant, light, creative and 
delicious cuisine.

2 rue Louis Cristau 
85 800 Saint Gilles Croix de Vie
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 55 51 77
Mail : sylvain.maran@wanadoo.fr
www.boisvinet.com

Le Boisvinet 
Looking for somewhere authentic to eat with 
those iconic checked tablecloths? If you’ve 
read Maupassant and appreciate Monet’s 
work, then you’re sure to love eating al fresco 
on the grass at the Lac du Jaunay. The 
impressionists would have enjoyed it, that’s 
for sure. Vast lawns, a huge lake and a little 
open-air café make this the perfect place to 
get back to nature. Take a brisk stroll after 
eating or, if you prefer, you can take a begin-
ner’s lesson in big stand-up paddle-boarding 
as a family.

La Servantière - 85 220 Landevieille

This Michelin-starred restaurant is situated 
on the wild coastline of Brétignolles sur Mer. 
Head Chef Jean-Marc Pérochon serves up a 
menu brimming with fresh, high-quality 
produce. He treats the produce with the 
respect it deserves – and, of course, with a 
touch of originality. The establishment’s 
sweeping glass walls offer captivating views of 
the ocean stretching out to the horizon. It’s 
almost as if your toes are in the water.

63, avenue de la Grand'Roche
85 470 Brétignolles sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 33 65 53
Mail : perochonjeanmarc@wanadoo.fr

Les Brisants Au lac du Jaunay 

Family’s
favorite
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The picturesque cycling trail

For families who love the great outdoors:
Circular route 5 – Brétignolles sur Mer – accredited by 
Vendée Vélo

Explore Brétignolles sur Mer by bike along this 8.5 km 
circular route and admire the landscape of schist cliffs, 
stop off to explore a listed dune, and spend some time on 
the beaches at La Sauzaie or La Parée. 

Added bonus: head to Vendée Miniature to admire a 
miniature Bocage village complete with 650 tiny figures.

Places to shop

Artists Kristel Kreation, Yet Création 
and Hélène Fehr have joined forces 
to share their passions and their 
creations with guests (ceramics, 
glass work, jewellery-making and 
sculpture) in a unique location. 

22 bis Rue du Centre - 85 220 La 
Chaize-Giraud
Tel. : +33 (0)6 66 36 65 73 - E-mail : 
ateliersdupressoir@free.fr 
www.facebook.com/lesateliersdu-
pressoir

L E S   A T E L I E R S
D U   P R E S S O I R

Meeting with...

Josette Alabert, tour guide
Josette is passionate about Saint Gilles Croix de Vie and has lived in the 
town for more than 40 years. After a successful career spanning 20 years 
in a destination management agency, she set up business on her own as 
a tour guide. She is also a member of the local council, with responsibi-
lity for heritage, and is eager to promote the town’s human, maritime, 
cultural and environmental heritage. 

To book a tour with Josette, head to any tourist information office in the 
Saint Gilles Croix de Vie area.

L ‘ É T O I L E   S A L T
M A R S H

Domaine Saint Nicolas makes biodynamic 
wines – a chemical-free growing method 
where the emphasis is very much on the 
soil. Antoine and Thierry Michon produce 
white, red and rosé wines from grape 
varieties grown in schist, quartz and clay 
soils, under the influence of the oceans, 
the marshes and the forest. The estate 
produces a variety of reds (Pinot Noir, 
Négrette and Cabernet Franc) and whites 
(Chenin, Chardonnay and Groslot).

11 rue des Vallées - 85 470 Brem sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 20 88 16
www.domainesaintnicolas.com

D O M A I N E   S A I N T
N I C O L A S

Anthony Oger produces fine sea 
salt, coarse salt, flavoured salt, 
salicornia mustard and much more 
besides at L’Etoile Salt Marsh.

87, Route du Sel
85 270 Saint Hilaire de Riez
Tel. : +33 (0)6 15 74 26 81

Vie salt
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A can of “La Perle des Dieux” 
red-label sardines – a premium 
brand from Vendée’s last 
remaining canning factory, 
Gendreau, which has existed for 
more than a century.

Two stores in
Saint Gilles Croix de Vie: 

    8, Rue du Général De Gaulle 
Tel : +33 (0)9 67 51 03 94

    56/58, Quai de la République
Tel : +33 (0)2 51 60 18 29
www.laperledesdieux.com



Les Sables d’Olonne, known for its sweeping ocean vistas, is a 
hotspot for sailing and water sports. These days, there are 
too many water sports events to count on one hand. The 
Vendée Globe may only happen every four years, but 2018 
will see plenty of other events, including the Golden Globe 
Race and the J80 World Championship. The long, fine-sand 
beach – as seen on bathing poster dating back to 1866 – isn’t 
the only thing that gives the town its appeal. The 1900s world 
of cup-and-ball games and donkey races has been replaced 
with board sports, catamarans and sailing boats. And if you’re 
after something more relaxing, then head to the forest and the 
lakes. Listen to the birdsong as you enjoy a picnic, meditate 
with only the rustling of the trees to keep you company, or take 
a coastal stroll along the Canal des Loirs with the lapping river 
as your backdrop. Whatever you choose, the area boasts an 
unspoilt natural environment complete with diverse habitats 
and local plant and wildlife.   

The Les Sables d’Olonne and L’Ile d’Olonne bird hides are 
the perfect place to watch the marshland birds in their natural 
habitat. 

Get in the saddle and ride along the cycle paths that criss-cross 
this stunning environment, or grab your board and head out 
into the surf!

Les Sables d’Olonne: A seaside stage

Must-see attractions

Dunes and forest stretching as far as the 
eye can see. Magnificent sunsets. A 
stunning landscape when the sea is 
raging. In short, there’s something 
wonderful to see here in any season.

La Paracou beach

This picture-postcard landscape boasts 
stunning colours, incredible light, and the 
panoramic bell-tower of St Martin de 
Vertou church in the background.

L’Ile d’Olonne
marshes

From afar it looks like a chapel. But the 
priory’s esplanade provides an unrivalled 
view across Les Sables d’Olonne bay. At 
night, the priory’s stained glass windows 
glow with pride when viewed from the jetty. 
And as the sun sets, the pink sky above the 
sea creates a sense of romance.

Saint Nicolas Priory
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Great places to stay
La Maison l’Epicurienne 
This boutique B&B, awarded the Chambre d’hôtes référence mark, is just a 
stone’s throw from the ocean. It’s the ideal spot for an after-dinner stroll along the 
sea front, with restaurants, the town and its ports within easy reach. The building 
itself is a fully renovated, architect-designed house built in the 1920, boasting 
comfortable, elegantly and tastefully decorated rooms and serving generous 
home-made breakfasts. 

9 rue Villebois Mareuil - 85 100 Les Sables d'Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 71 84 89 37 - Mail. : contact@maisonlepicurienne.fr - www.maisonlepicurienne.fr
Contacts : Mr et Mme Pangaud

Camping l’Ile aux Oiseaux (3 stars)  
This 3-star campsite sits in a natural environment near the marshes of L’lle 
d’Olonne. The site boasts comfortable family mobile homes, as well as “Le NID”, a 
social space where guests can enjoy a coffee, watch TV, talk or read. The site also has 
a heated pool with jacuzzi and an entertainment room. Awarded the “Accueil Vélo” 
mark.

Bonus: a choice of two breakfast options. 

Rue du Pré Neuf - 85 140 Ile d’Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 90 89 96 – Mail. : contact@ile-aux-oiseaux.fr 
Contact : Laura Brossard

Hôtel Calme des Pins & Spa (3 stars)
This 3-star boutique hotel is in quiet location just 200 metres from the main beach. It 
boasts a heated spa pool, a wellness area open to all guests (spa, sauna, sanarium 
and gym), and has been awarded the “Accueil Vélo” and “Logis” marks.

3, avenue Aristide Briand - 85 100 Les Sables d'Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 21 03 18 - Mail : calmedespins@wanadoo.fr
www.calmedespins.com
Contacts : Laure et Damien BUET

Great places to eat

L’Etelle serves up traditional cuisine in 
the salt-makers’ village of L’Ile d’Olonne. 

The menu features produce from 
Vendée and the marshes, including 
frogs’ legs with parsley, Mizotte cheese, 
gâche (a type of brioche) and oysters.

2 place de l’Eglise - 85 340 L'Ile-d ‘Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 20 71 70 
Mail : restaurantletelle@sfr.fr

L’Etelle restaurant
Mireille Oasis is a former waterside open-air 
café on the outskirts of the national forest of 
Olonne. It serves up simple cuisine with a 
smile, holds evening dinner shows in 
summer, and boasts a terrace with grill.

7 Rue de la Forêt - 85 340 Olonne-sur-Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 21 40 22 30 
Mail : cocobeachpat@sfr.fr

This bar at Sauveterre beach is a real gem 
serving simple snacks – the ideal point to 
stop and admire the stunning sea views.  

Plage de Sauveterre - 85 340 Olonne sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 08 95 03 89 
Mail : billaudgael85@hotmail.fr
Contact : Gaël Billaud 

Bar de SauveterreMireille Oasis restaurant
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The picturesque cycling trail The Canal 8.1 km
From the Le Havre d’Olonne cultural centre in Olonne sur Mer, head 
towards the marshes.

Ride along the Marais des Loirs and stop at the bird hides along the 
way to watch the birds,  with helpful information boards and drawings 
so you can tell the species apart. Continue towards the Canal des 
Loirs and the lock, which were built in 1874 to drain water from the 
marshes to the port in Les Sables d’Olonne. Carry on along the canal 
to Pont de Bordeaux, turn right then left and continue until you reach 
Pont de la Bréchoire. Next, head towards L’Aurière.

L’Aurière is a traditional marshland village, where the houses have 
outdoor stone steps leading to the upper floor – a feature typical of 
the region.

Follow the cycle path until you get to the roundabout on Route des 
Maraichers. Head along Rue des Goélands then Rue des Hérons until 
you reach the railway track. Follow Rue du Chemin Creux back into 
the town.  Turn right at the cemetery, cross over the road and head 
along Rue de la Fontaine. Turn right following the sign towards 
Fontaine du Gillier and you will be back at your starting point. 

This circular route is ideal for families, nature-lovers and people who 
want a stress-free ride through the marshes. If you’re looking for a 
different way to explore Les Sables d’Olonne, take one of the themed 
guided tours such as “Apéro vélo” or the salt-makers villages tour.

Les adresses shopping

This former maritime coope-
rative sells a wide variety of 
items including sailing items, 
equipment and clothing, 
plus preserves, salt, mogette 
beans and other sea related 
products.

2 Rue des Gréeurs
85 100 Les Sables d'Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 96 96 52 
www.comptoirdelamer.fr

L E   C O M P T O I R   D E
L A   M E R

Meeting with...
Jo Mélier, events organiser at ADEV Nature Club 
ADEV: Association de Défense de l’Environnement (Environmental 
Conservation Association)

Jo works throughout Vendée, protecting natural habitats and sharing her 
passion for nature through themed guided tours on insects, plants, the 
dune, the forest and other subjects. In the high season, she runs sessions 
for members of the public at the marshland bird hide in L’Ile d’Olonne. 
For the past few years, Jo has been running bird sketching and travel 
diary workshops. More recently, she has set up wellness and nature 
workshops focusing on meditation and conscious walking.

Nature is Jo’s passion and her life’s calling!

ADEV Pays d’Olonne - 2 bis rue des Marais - 85 340 Ile d’Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)7 83 36 32 97 - Mail : ADEV.pays.olonne@wanadoo.fr

L A   S A B L A I S E
C A N N I N G   F A C T O R Y

Coarse salt, fine sea salt and 
flavoured salts for sale in the heart 
of the marshes.

Les Salines - Route de l’Aubraie
85 100 Les Sables d’Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 21 01 19 
www.lessalines.fr

La Salorge de la Vertonne - Marais 
aux Fèves 
85 340 L'Ile d'Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 71 52 66 10
contact@lasalorge.fr - lasalorge.fr

L ‘ Î L E   D ’ O L O N N E
M A R S H   S A L T - M A K E R

This local business sells its own 
produce from a store at the 
Halles Centrales marketplace, 
including potted fish, mogette 
beans, fish soup and marinated 
anchovies.

Parc Actilonne Allée Alain Gautier 
- BP 10110
85 103 les Sables d’Olonne 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 32 86 37 
www.lasablaise.fr
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Pot of salicornia

Packet of fleur de sel fine 
sea salt

Bag of coarse salt
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Vendée Grand Littoral is a must-visit destination for 
board sports enthusiasts and the perfect place for an 
active break for people of all ages. With 30 km of coast-
line dotted with sandy beaches, rocky outcrops, 
marshes, and coves with crystal-clear water, it’s the 
outdoor holiday destination par excellence!

Board sports lovers and thrill-seekers have plenty of 
places to indulge in a spot of surfing, kite surfing and 
paddle-boarding. Alternatively, there’s a tree-top adven-
ture course and O’Gliss Park, France’s second-biggest 
water park. Vendée Grand Littoral is also home to two 
marinas, at Jard sur Mer and Bourgenay. Both are fun, 
friendly, festive and relaxed, with plenty of concerts and 
entertainment going on in the summer months. 

La Guittière port is a haven for food-lovers, who can 
come and sample “Vendée Atlantique” mark oysters by 
the Payré Estuary. And just a stone’s throw from the 
oyster beds, there are three salt-makers who are perpe-
tuating the traditional “white gold” harvesting method.

Vendée Grand Littoral: Escape among the dunes

Must-see attractions

The estuary is Vendée’s leading remarkable 
site, and Talmont Saint Hilaire council is 
currently working to secure “Grand Site de 
France” listing. There are various ways to 
explore the estuary – by canoe from Veillon 
beach, or on foot or by bike from Mine 
beach in Jard sur Mer, passing through the 
salt marshes to the village of La Guittière.

Payré Estuary

The port, overlooked by the Conchette 
mill, offers sweeping views across the 
ocean from its promenades. The area is a 
hive of activity and entertainment in July 
and August, playing host to shows, street 
theatre, a night-time market and other 
things to keep family and friends enter-
tained!

Longeville sur Mer achieved the accolade 
of becoming a listed surf town in 2017. 
With its numerous sand banks, towering 
waves and magnificent barrels, this surf 
spot is almost as famous as its counterparts 
in Landes.

Longeville sur Mer
Bud Bud surf spot

Jard sur Mer port
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Great places to stay

La Petite Borderie B&B in La Guittière
This renovated farm stands in the centre of the oyster-farming village of La 
Guittière, just a stone’s throw from the Payré Estuary. The former cowshed has 
been converted into a B&B. It’s ideal for walkers and cyclists, situated just 50 
metres from the Vendée Vélo cycle path and the Vélodyssée trail.

La Guittière - 85 440 Talmont Saint Hilaire
Tel. : +33 (0)6 07 75 21 79 - Mail : frederique.martineau@free.fr - lapetiteborderie.ovh
Contact : Frédérique Martineau

Camping La Ventouse (4 stars)   
The 4-star Camping La Ventouse is situated in Jard sur Mer, 20 km south of Les 
Sables d’Olonne in Southern Vendée. The stunning site is just 500 metres from the 
town centre and 300 metres from the seafront. The campsite boasts 178 pitches 
and a pool. Camping La Ventouse understands that cycling tourists need to plan their 
itinerary carefully and arrange overnight accommodation in advance. That’s why the 
campsite allows guests to book just one night in a mobile home and offers the services 
that cyclists need to make the most of their holiday.

18 bis rue Pierre Curie - 85 520 Jard sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 33 58 65 - Mail : info@campinglaventouse.com - www.campinglaventouse.com

Camping Le Littoral (5 stars)
The 5-star Camping Le Littoral sits in stunning natural grounds just 100 metres from the 
sea. It offers a wide range of activities for the whole family, including a 3,000 m2 heated 
water park, a 200 m² covered aqua splash park, an entertainment team running activities 
for all ages, a multi-sports pitch, a pétanque pitch, a table tennis table, and a fitness 
class area overlooking the sea. There are also signposted cycle paths and mountain bike 
trails leading directly from the campsite.

Le Porteau - 85 440 Talmont Saint Hilaire
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 22 04 64 - Mail : info@campinglelittoral.com - www.campinglelittoral.fr

Great places to eat

La Guittière is oyster-farming village known for its “Vendée 
Atlantique” mark oysters. The port is France’s smallest 
oyster farm with 14 producers. It’s certainly worth taking time 
out to stop at one of the three oyster huts, sample the local 
produce and admire the views of the Payré Estuary. And what 
better way to wash down your oysters than with a glass of 
Thomas Dormegnies white from nearby Jard sur Mer?

Rue du Port de la Guittière
85 440 Talmont Saint Hilaire

La Guittière port
This picnic area is located next to the house of Georges 
Clemenceau, who retired in the area in 1919 in a small fisher-
man’s house on the dune. The esplanade overlooks the beaches 
and is the perfect place to soak up the view while tucking into 
local produce from the markets.

Rue Georges Clemenceau
85 520 Saint-Vincent-sur-Jard 

Esplanade Clemenceau 
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The picturesque cycling trail

The Vélodyssée cycle trail, which runs from Brittany to the 
Basque Country, passes through Vendée-Grand-Littoral.
A walkway has been installed between Bourgenay and La Guittière 
port, allowing users to explore the local plants and wildlife living in 
and around the Payré Estuary.

The circular route is a great way to explore the preserved salt marshes 
around Talmont Saint Hilaire, as well as the unique, comb-shaped 
marshes stocked with fish.

It’s the ideal route for families with children, since all the cycle paths 
are safe.

Talmont Saint Hilaire indoor market is the perfect place to 
discover local producers and their specialities. Open 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 8:00 am.

Place du Payré - 85 440 Talmont Saint Hilaire

T A L M O N T   S A I N T   H I L A I R E
I N D O O R   M A R K E T

Meeting with...

François Dewallès, oyster farmer 
Oyster farmer François Dewallès owns Les Viviers de la Guittière, the last 
hut at La Guittière port. 

Standing by the Payré Estuary, it’s a great place to admire the stunning 
views as you sample the oysters.

François has been farming oysters since 2008. He also offers a wide 
range of other seafood sourced from Les Sables d’Olonne fish market.

Les Viviers de la Guittière
Le Port de la Guittière - 85 440 Talmont Saint Hilaire
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 90 63 51
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Places to shop

Salt from La Salorge salt barn in La 
Guittière  
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La Tranche sur Mer is a seaside town brimming with character, nestled 
between Les Sables d’Olonne and La Rochelle and looking out to the 
Ile de Ré. A far cry from the concrete embankments, the town – 
dubbed “Little California” for its exceptionally sunny climate – has 
retained an authentic, family feel. La Tranche sur Mer has everything 
you could possibly need for a great family holiday: 300 days of 
sunshine per year, outstanding bathing water quality, 13 km of 
fine-sand beaches, numerous board sports spots, and 30 km of 
cycle paths.
Hop on the saddle and, in just a few minutes, you’ll be transported to 
an entirely different landscape. Whether you like marshes, pine forests, 
the coast or narrow town-centre streets, there’s something for 
everyone. The landscape varies from one place to the next, there are 
no steep climbs, and the cycle paths are separated from the road. So 
it’s ideal for family outings by bike!

Cycling is a great way to explore what the area has to offer – the La 
Terrière pine forests, the narrow town-centre streets, the marshes, the 
wild coast and the Belle Henriette reserve. And because it stands on 
the Vélodyssée trail, La Tranche sur Mer is popular with cycling tourists 
from around the world. 

What’s more, La Tranche sur Mer will play host to the Tour de 
France on Saturday 7 July 2018. There will be plenty of entertain-
ment, sunshine, fun and laughter to coincide with the arrival of the Tour 
in the town!

La Tranche sur Mer: A stage in “Little California” 

Must-see attractions

Looking for thrills? La Terrière is the place 
to visit if you’re looking to get into 
water sports. Want something a little less 
taxing? Then hire a mattress from Koa Surf 
School, kick back and relax – just like being 
at home.

La Terrière beach
water sports

Admire the sunrise from the jetty. And in 
summer, soak up the beach hut atmos-
phere as night falls.

Relax on the sunloungers and enjoy a 
moment’s rest and relaxation under the 
shade of the pine trees.

Les Floralies Beach hut jetty
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Great places to stay
Camping Les Préveils (4 stars) 
Camping Les Préveils is the perfect place to relax, with facilities to suit all 
tastes, and fun and relaxation areas for all ages. The “Les saveurs du monde” 
bar and restaurant is a warm, tastefully decorated venue that serves up delicious 
food and drink. The campsite also boasts a heated pool, splash park, water play 
area and direct access to the beaches for rest and relaxation. And as night falls, it’s 
time for fun and festivities with a range of entertainment on offer (concerts, 
cabaret evenings, discos, etc.).

16 avenue Sainte-Anne, La Grière - 85 360 La Tranche sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 30 30 52 - Mail : contact@camping-les-preveils.com
www.camping-les-preveils.com

La Résidence Belle Plage 
La Résidence Belle Plage stands on the seafront just a stone’s throw from the town 
centre. It boasts generous apartments and a warm, welcoming atmosphere. It’s the 
perfect place to kick back and relax. Awarded the “Famille Plus” mark, the 
residence has large apartments that can accommodate big families. The property 
is open all year round, and the attentive staff are on-hand to make sure your stay with 
family or friends is simply unforgettable. 
41 bis rue Anatole France - 85 360 La Tranche sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 28 78 62 - Mail : contact@residencebelleplage.com
www.residencebelleplage.com

Hôtel Les Dunes (3 stars)
This 3-star hotel stands on the seafront at Les Générelles beach, just 400 metres 
from the town centre. It is open from late March to late September. The hotel boasts 
45 rooms across three categories – standard, comfort (with patio-side balcony), and 
privilege (with sea view terrace – perfect for getting away from it all).

68 avenue Maurice Samson - 85 360 La Tranche sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 30 32 27 - www.hotel-les-dunes.com

Great places to eat

This bistro-cuisine style restaurant serves 
up seafood dishes in a classy setting with 
exposed stonework. Chef Anthony Lumet 
received his first Michelin star on 5 
February 2018. With its understated style 
and sea-themed cuisine, this is a must-visit 
restaurant in La Tranche sur Mer.

84 boulevard des Vendéens
85 360 La Tranche sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 56 23 95

Le Pousse-Pied
This restaurant, which opened in 2017 and 
adjoins L’Aunis, serves up bistro-style 
cuisine. The menu changes regularly, with 
recommended dishes such as “catch of the 
day”, “chef’s special casserole”, “burger of 
the day” and “Clément’s dessert” – all 
using the freshest seasonal produce. 
Guests can enjoy home-made dishes as 
they admire the industrial-style decor. 

Pavillon de l’Aunis - Place du Capitaine Bigot 
85 360 La Tranche sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 10 56 07 47
Mail : pacini.ludovic@neuf.fr

L’Équinoxe enjoys a prime spot on the sea 
front. The restaurant serves up lovingly 
crafted cuisine made from fresh produce 
straight from the sea, as well as locally 
sourced meats. With unspoilt views across 
the sea and a terrace overlooking the main 
beach, it’s the ideal place for a romantic 
dinner or a family meal.

33 avenue Maurice Samson
85 360 La Tranche sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 30 11 12 
Mail : equinoxe14@wanadoo.fr

L’Équinoxe Côté Bistrot 

Family’s
favorite

Nature
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The picturesque cycling trail

Family-friendly 15 km circular route
Set off from Place de la Liberté and explore the vibrant town centre 
with its narrow streets. Then head along the coast and admire the 
stunning sea views. Next, ride through Parc des Floralies and take a 
short break under the shade of the pine trees before continuing 
through the national forest towards La Terrière beach. Make your way 
to the La Grière district then head into the picture-postcard centre of 
La Terrière. Ride along the peaceful Avenue des Tulipes and admire 
the lake in Le Maupas with its Optimist class vessels. Stop off for a 
short while on the jetty and soak up the unbroken view of the Ile de 
Ré. Then head back into the town centre along the main beach.  

Places to shop

The ideal place to pick up some souvenirs 
and gifts for loved ones back home – regio-
nal and local produce, deli produce, 
brioches, gâches (similar to brioches), 
preserves and hampers.

2 avenue de la Plage
85 360 La Tranche sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 27 70 27 
Mail : augourmetvendeen@orange.fr

A U   G O U R M E T   V E N D É E N

Meeting with...
Anthony Lumet, Michelin-starred head chef, Le Pousse-Pied
Anthony Lumet, head Chef of Le Pousse-Pied, has recently won his first Michelin star at the 
tender age of 27 – making him the youngest winner in the 2018 cohort (along with a colleague 
from Toulouse). It took four years for Anthony to gain the accolade.

How did you react when you found out you’d been awarded a Michelin star?

“I wasn’t trying to earn a Michelin star, so it came out of the blue. Until now, there hadn’t been 
any restaurants in La Tranche sur Mer in the guide. I wrote to the editorial team a few months ago 
to get our name in the guide, to put the town’s name on the map. So you can imagine my surprise 
when I found out that not only had we been listed, we’d also earned a star!”

What do you think is behind this accolade?

“It’s all down to hard work. I earned my spurs at La Marine in Noirmoutier, under the guidance of 
two-Michelin-starred Chef Alexandre Couillon. One of the things I learned from him was consis-
tency. Soon after, in 2013, I opened Le Pousse-Pied. Keeping the menu small was a deliberate 
decision. I only wanted to work with fresh produce straight from the sea. I’m not trying to impress 
anyone. I cook simple cuisine. There’s plenty of skill that goes into it, of course, but that has to 
stay in the background.”

Despite earning a Michelin star, Le Pousse-Pied has kept its prices the same, with set menus 
priced at €35 and €48 and a midweek lunch menu for €17. There’s also a new €60 menu. The 
restaurant is open all year round, from Thursday lunchtime to Monday lunchtime, and daily in July 
and August. 

84 boulevard des Vendéens - 85 360 La Tranche sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 56 23 95

L A   C A V E   D U   P H A R E

Artist Annette van Ryhsen and stylist Ana 
Deman produce hand-crafted pieces that 
reflect their way of life, right here in Vendée. 
This charming art shop, brimming with 
ceramics and textiles, is certainly not to be 
missed!  

7 ter rue Aristide Briand
85 360 La Tranche sur Mer 
Tel. : +33 (0)6 50 06 15 94
www.ana-deman.com

L ‘ A N N E X E   D U   P H A R E

After somewhere warm and friendly to 
unwind? Then look no further than La Cave 
du Phare – the perfect place to tuck into a 
charcuterie board washed down with a beer 
or a local wine. Need a gift idea? The wine 
cellar stocks a selection of fine wines, spirits 
and specialist beers. 

4 place du centre - 85 360 La Tranche sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 30 45 75
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Sud Vendée Littoral is a truly diverse landscape, from 
seaside resorts and Marais poitevin market towns, to 
“villages of character” and the heritage town of Luçon.

The area boasts a multitude of cycle trails, so visitors can 
explore the history of the Bas-Poitou region in Luçon – 
the seat of the Diocese of Luçon where Cardinal Riche-
lieu once served as bishop – and the surrounding 
heritage in Saint-Michel-en-l’Herm, Mareuil-sur-Lay-Dis-
sais, and Sainte-Hermine and the nearby villages of 
Thiré and Saint-Juire-Champgillon.

A short ride away are the long, fine-sand beaches of the 
Côte de Lumière – perfect for relaxing or, if you prefer, 
hopping on a board and heading out into the water for 
an adrenaline rush.

Standing on the outskirts of the Marais poitevin, 
the area is also known for its bird population. Some 
species live here in peace all year round, while others 
stop off on their migration between Northern Europe 
and Africa. Enthusiasts can use one of the many bird 
hides to observe the stunning spectacle without distur-
bing the birds.

The villages in and around the marshland bird 
habitat are part and parcel of the Marais Poitevin 
regional nature reserve, offering a different way to 
explore the coast.

Sud Vendée Littoral: A stage in unspoilt natural surroundings

Must-see attractions

Right by the port in the centre of L’Aiguillon 
sur Mer is a large lake, supervised in 
summer, offering a range of activities 
(sailing, beach park, swimming lessons, 
etc.). It’s also a great place to watch the 
sunset.

L’Aiguillon sur Mer
lake

Mareuil sur Lay Dissais is home to Vendée’s 
biggest and most famous vineyard. And 
what better way to end a day exploring the 
vines than to have a picnic at the Conserva-
toire de la Négrette? Négrette is an 
ancient grape variety that originated in 
south-western France and produces easy-drinking 
wines with a distinctive violet aroma.

The Château de l’Aubraie, the Clemenceau 
family residence, is situated in La Réorthe. 
The departmental council has created a 
heritage trail entitled “In Clemenceau’s 
footsteps” to allow visitors to explore the 
château.

Le Château de l’AubraieFiefs Vendéens vineyards
in Mareuil sur Lay Dissais

30



Great places to stay
Camping Bel Air (4 stars)
This 4-star club campsite is situated in L’Aiguillon sur Mer, just 900 metres from a supervised beach 
with facilities and only 1,800 metres from the ocean. The campsite offers a range of accommodation 
options (mobile homes, chalets and pitches) for up to 12 guests.

It also boasts various wellness facilities including a heated outdoor pool with splash pool, a 
children’s water play area, an indoor heated pool with spa and splash pool, and a gym.

New for 2018: 4 water slides measuring up to 10 metres tall and 157 metres in total length! 
Camp’Atlantique exclusive: one-night stays available, including in July and August.

2 route de Bel Air – 85 460 L’Aiguillon sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 20 41 94 – Mail : contact@camp-atlantique.com
www.belaircamping.fr – Contact : Nicolas Trichet

Camping La Dive (4 stars)
This 4-star campsite is located between La Rochelle and Les Sables d’Olonne. It boasts a range of 
accommodation options – mobile homes, chalets, caravans, huts on stilts, and pitches for tents, 
caravans and motor homes.

It also offers a variety of family activities, including heated pools, water slides, a splash pool, a 
relaxation area, a playground, a multi-sports pitch and inflatables. There is also a daily entertain-
ment programme in high season, featuring activities such as aquagym, concerts and a free kids’ 
club.

The campsite also boasts the region’s only free-entry animal park, along with pony and 
horse-drawn carriage rides.  

12 route de la Mer – 85 580 Saint-Michel-en-l’Herm
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 30 26 94 – Mail : contact@camping-la-dive.com
www.camping-la-dive.com – Contact : Céline Lahorte

Au Fil des Saisons hotel and restaurant (3 stars)
The hotel boasts six themed rooms, some with views of the gardens, where guests can take a stroll 
and enjoy breakfast. The rooms have been recently renovated and each boasts its own decorative 
style. There is one room specially adapted for people with reduced mobility, while two of the rooms 
can be combined to make a family suite. The property has its own private car park.

55 route de la Roche-sur-Yon – 85 400 Luçon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 56 11 32 – Mail : hotel-restaurant-aufildessaisons@orange.fr
www.aufldessaisons-vendee.fr – Contact : Laurent Soulard

Great places to eat

Le Saint-Georges is a restaurant tucked away in the 
heart of the artistic village of Saint-Juire-Champgil-
lon. The head Chef serves up innovative, creative 
cuisine based on local produce. The menu 
boasts new dishes each and every day, with 
ingredients sourced from local producers or 
harvested personally by the chef.

New: the head Chef prepared dishes in front of 
guests and dines with them on Friday evenings 
from appetiser through to dessert. Group 
bookings for 8-12 guests. Set menu for €33.

11, place de la Mairie
85 210 Saint-Juiré-Champgillon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 27 86 91
Mail : Lesaintgeorges3@wanadoo.fr
www.lesaintgeorges.wordpress.com

Le Saint-Georges restaurant

This shaded picnic area, with three tables, 
toilets and a water point, is located close to 
the cycle trail and angling is possible 
nearby.

Le Bois des Laves picnic area
85 450 La Tailée 

This shaded picnic area is suitable for 
people with reduced mobility and features 
nine tables, a playground, a water point 
and toilets. It boasts unbroken views 
across Lac du Marillet, is just off the cycle 
trail, and angling is available nearby.

Zone de loisirs du Marillet 
85 320 Château-Guibert

Bellnoue picnic areaLe Bois des Laves
picnic area

31

Family’s
favorite



The picturesque cycling trail
Peninsula to La Faute sur Mer circular route – 13 km
A ride with the tides between the estuary and the ocean...

This cycle path is a great way to explore the La Faute sur Mer penin-
sula, taking in the Lay river, the Casse de la Belle Henriette nature 
reserve, Pointe d’Arçay and the area’s stunning fine-sand beaches. 
Set off along the coast until you reach the Casse de la Belle 
Henriette and explore this remarkable site – now a national nature 
reserve. Where a tributary of the Lay once emptied into the Atlantic 
Ocean, a dune bank formed and developed naturally to create the 
Belle Henriette – one of the last remaining natural lagoons on the 
Atlantic coast. It’s the perfect place to observe the area’s rich plant 
and wildlife.

Next, ride along the Lay for around 7 km, taking in the diverse lands-
cape between the forest and the ocean. The Rade d’Amour, with its 
extensive biodiversity, eventually leads to the outskirts of Pointe 
d’Arçay – a geological curiosity formed by the improbable 
coming-together of counter-currents.

Places to shop

A T L A N T I C   W A K E
P A R K   S H O P   

Meeting with...

Jean-Marie Guérin, blogger and enthusiast
Jean-Marie Guérin, who retired as a pharmacist in 2010, harbours a 
passion for the history of La Dive, the ex-island where he lives. He writes 
a blog (gitedeladive.canalblog.com), and there is nothing he doesn’t 
know about the history and geography of this former island in the Gulf of 
Pictons. And he’s more than happy to share his passion and research 
findings with others. Jean-Marie also owns a number of self-catering 
properties in La Dive.

Tel. : +33 (0)6 80 57 59 96 ou +33 (0)6 60 35 25 09
Mail : jeanmarieguerin@wanadoo.fr

L A   D I S T I L L E R I E
V R I G N A U D

Distillerie Vrignaud et Fils has been 
producing Kamok, a coffee liqueur, since 
1860. Kamok, now known as a Vendéen 
speciality, is typically enjoyed after dinner 
or as part of a cocktail. This town-centre 
shop recounts the history of the place, 
with staff on-hand to give personal advice 
about the range of liqueurs and other 
local products on offer.

1 place de Richelieu + 85 400 Luçon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 56 11 48
www.liqueur-kamok.fr

Grab some essential surfing gear or 
pick up a souvenir such as the “J’peux 
pas, j’ai wake” mug.

3 allée du Banc Cantin 
85 460 L’Aiguillon sur Mer
Tel. : +33 (0)6 76 27 55 04 
Mail : contact@atlanticwakepark.com
www.atlanticwakepark.com
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St Gemme melon

Kamok coffee liqueur

Vendéen gâche (a type of brioche)

Maligorne in Mareuil-sur-Lay-Dis-
sais

Recommendations



Sud Vendée is truly unique, a place of wide-open spaces and 
preserved nature, with sweeping landscapes that serve as the 
backdrop for high-adrenaline and relaxing activities alike. 

Indulge in a spot of wake-boarding or paddle-boarding, or simply 
kick back and relax on the beach. Explore the nature reserves and 
communities and observe the birds. Take a crash-course in astro-
nomy or go on a themed tour. Go rock-climbing or hike through the 
forest in Mervent-Vouvant. Or head out on a boat and watch the 
fireworks on the water in the Marais poitevin.

Heritage and history fans can also rub shoulders with Benedictine 
monks and Eleanor of Aquitaine at Sud Vendée’s abbeys, or relive 
the adventure of the “black faces” who manned the region’s mine 
until 1958.

The Vélodyssée and Vélo Francette trails pass through Sud 
Vendée, and the area is also home to a number of Vendée Vélo 
circular routes – perfect for admiring the stunning landscapes at your 
own pace. The routes feature more than 300 km of car-free cycle 
paths, plus a range of service providers, most holding the “Accueil 
Vélo” mark.

Sud Vendée Tourism  : On the traces of the Tour

Must-see attractions

This is a great photo spot, offering pano-
ramic views across the forest and the 
twists and turns of the Mère river.

Château de Mervent
grounds

The Colline aux Moulins, in Mouille-
ron-Saint-Germain near the new Musée 
National des Deux Victoires, is the perfect 
spot to admire the sunset.

Vouvant and Foussais-Payré are listed 
sites on account of their architectural 
heritage and remarkable landscapes.

The two Petites Cités
de Caractère 

The Colline aux Moulins

Cultural stage in Fontenay le Comte: July 7, 2018
Fontenay Le Comte is a “Town of Art and History”, called a 
“fountain flowing with beautiful minds” by king Francis I. It was 
with this quote that Rabelais became open to humanism through 
spending time with a circle of thinkers and artists. Not to be 
missed: the Fontaine des Quatre-Tias, Place Belliard and 
Château de Terre-Neuve.

Sprint in the homeland of the two fathers of Victory : July 8, 
2018
Mouilleron-Saint-Germain is the birthplace of France’s two 
“Fathers of Victory” – Georges Clemenceau and Marshal Jean de 
Lattre de Tassigny. It is now home to the Musée National des 
Deux Victoires, which stands in Georges Clemenceau’s birthplace 
(scheduled to open in June 2018).
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Great places to stay

Le Rabelais hotel, restaurant and spa (3 stars)
This Logis de France hotel and restaurant stands in the centre of Fontenay le Comte, just 20 minutes 
from the Marais poitevin and 1 hour from Puy du Fou® and the Atlantic beaches.

Le Rabelais is a 3-star hotel with 54 comfortable, designer rooms arranged around a heated pool 
(open May to September). The property also boasts a relaxation area with sauna, sports room, zen 
shower and massage room. The restaurant serves up authentic, ever-changing cuisine that places 
the emphasis on local produce. The property holds the “Accueil Vélo” mark.

19 rue de l'Ouillette - 85 200 Fontenay le Comte 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 69 86 20 - Mail : accueil@le-rabelais.com - www.le-rabelais.com

La Marienne
This charming B&B is situated at the heart of Green Venice (the Marais poitevin) in a 15th-century 
former priory. It is close to Puy du Fou®, the Abbaye de Maillezais and the Abbaye Saint-Vincent in 
Nieul sur l’Autise. It boasts three double rooms, a 4-person suite and a relaxation area with steam 
room, jacuzzi and spa. The property can accommodate up to 10 guests.

Gite de France 4 Epis
14 rue de la Virée - Lesson - 85 490 Benet
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 51 50 41 - Mail : chantal.stroebel@hotmail.com - www.la-marienne.com

Guest House of Monsieur de Perier
Stéliana and Antoine have converted a wing of their 19th-century character property in the historic 
centre of Fontenay le Comte into a family-run B&B. The Empire room is so named because the 
stunning wooden floor was commissioned by the wife of Pierre Philippe Denfert-Rochereau. It 
consists of a double bedroom with access to a terrace overlooking the grounds, a separate twin 
room, a shower room with toilet suitable for disabled guests, and a lounge with TV area. On warm 
days, breakfast is served on the terrace overlooking the grounds. If the weather is less welcoming, 
breakfast is served in the living room. Guests can use the heated pool between May and September. 
It’s the ideal base for enjoying a stroll, discovering the town’s Renaissance architecture, or heading 
further afield to explore the Château de Terre-Neuve, the Marais poitevin regional nature reserve, 
and the forest and lake of Mervent.
3 clés Clévacances

Clévacances Vendée - 5 Rue Barnabé Brisson - 85 200 Fontenay le Comte
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 47 71 07 -  Mail : 85@clevacances.com

Great places to eat

This magical, elegant property stands 
under the shade of weeping willows and 
poplars on the banks of the Vendée river, 
which runs alongside the terrace. The 
head Chef, Fabrice, won the Logis 
award for up-and-coming talent in 
2017. “We even grow some of our vege-
tables in a field beside the Vendée,” he 
explains

2 Rue du port de la Fouarne
85 570 Velluire
Tel. :+33 (0)2 51 52 32 15 
Mail : auberge.delariviere@wanadoo.fr
www.hotel-riviere-vendee.com 

L’auberge de la Rivière
New: Sébastien and Séverine serve up 
dinner under the stars, in a stunning 
greenhouse in tree-lined grounds. A 
special moment made even more magical 
by the market produce. 

La Serre Gourmande – lieu-dit « Faite » 
85 120 Vouvant
Tel. : +33 (0)9 66 96 43 97
www.laserregourmande.fr

La Balingue is a famous spot by a water tower, 
first built by Guy Béart before he embarked on 
a career as a singer. This fully equipped picnic 
area stands next to footpaths and cycle trails 
that lead into the heart of the Mervent-Vouvant 
forest. 

What’s more: the Chill-Out area is a great 
place to relax and enjoy the unbroken view 
across the lake of Mervent, practically from the 
water’s edge. 

16 Route Touristique – 85 200 Mervent 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 50 52 26  – www.chill-out.fr

La BalingueLa Serre Gourmande
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The picturesque cycling trail

La Transfontenaysienne
This network of three trails in the centre of Fontenay le Comte, 
each around 10 km in length, is part of the Vendée Vélo depart-
mental plan. Eventually, “La Transfontenaysienne” will link up with 
the trails that run through the forest and the Marais poitevin.  

These brand-new trails are the perfect way to explore the town on 
foot or by bike in complete safety.  They also offer a different way to 
appreciate this Town of Art and History, crossing the Seillot valley and 
heading through the narrow streets and alongside the family gardens 
and the Vendée river. 

Renseignements : Office de Tourisme Fontenay Vendée
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 69 44 99 
www.tourisme-sudvendee.com 

Places to shop

This is a great place that people 
readily recommend to others – a 
unique, innovative tea room concept 
akin to the train station tea rooms of 
yesteryear, serving up home-made 
pastries. It’s also a place to delve into 
a good book. It boasts equipped 
terraces, a delicatessen, and a selec-
tion of tableware (new) – the perfect 
place to eat, browse and unwind.  

Zone de la Garenne
85 120 la Châtaigneraie 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 51 50 05
Mail : lapausegout-the@orange.fr  
la-pause-gout-the.fr

L A   P A U S E   G O Û T   T H É

Meeting with...
Damien Moulin, founder of Original Vélo Tour and 
cycle guide
In 2017, Damien Moulin – a man with a passion for the region and extensive 
experience in tourism, visits and guided tours since 2008 – created a 
brand-new concept: Original Vélo Tour.  

He runs unique, original guided cycle and food tours for people who want to 
learn more about the lesser-known side of the area’s heritage, landscapes 
with little-known view points and hidden ruins, and who want to meet passio-
nate producers and hear forgotten stories.  

Damien currently runs 13 different cycle tours, taking in the Atlantic Ocean, 
the forest of Mervent, the towns and the Marais poitevin. Some of the tours 
combine cycling and tastings, while others emphasise history or nature. 

Original Vélo Tour - 3 Rue du Gros Noyer - 85 420 Maillé
Tel. : +33 (0)6 67 96 97 88  - contact@originalvelotour.fr
velo-degustation-visite.com

L A   L U T I N E

It’s the place to pick up that 
perfect souvenir or your stay in 
Sud Vendée – books, postcards, 
trinkets, toys, handicrafts or food 
hampers. 

Office de Tourisme Fontenay Vendée  
Place De Verdun
85 200 Fontenay le Comte 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 69 44 99
Mail : accueil@tourisme-sud-
vendee.fr 
www.tourisme-sudvendee.fr

F O N T E N A Y   L E   C O M T E
T O U R I S T   O F F I C E

This bakery and tea room 
has plenty of award-winning 
products, including brioche, 
gâteau minute and préfou – 
all home-made. 

La Lutine – Rue des Lutins
La Balingue  - 85 200 L’Orbrie 
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 69 12 27  
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Kiki Vendéen: a typical 
Vendéen aperitif, made 
from Vendée wine and 
young blackthorns.

Préfou

Vendée ham

Recommendations



1

2

3

4

1. Cycles Blanche Hermine 
advertising catalogue (private 
collection)

2. The Blanche Hermine team 
(private collection)

3. Paris International Automo-
bile, Cycle and Sports Exhibi-
tion, 1923 (private collection)

4. La Roche-sur-Yon exhibi-
tion and fair, 1952 (private 
collection)

Left to right: Mrs and Mr 
Michel Mêmes – Mr Pierre 
Mêmes – Mrs Biron – Mr 
Favreau – Mr Biron. Back-
ground: Mr Bordevaire.

Focus on...

The pioneer of the bicycle in Vendée: Pierre Mêmes (1877–1957)
Sud Vendée is the perfect place to get in the saddle in Vendée. But did you know that it is also where the first 
Vendée bicycle was born?

Pierre Mêmes was passionate about cycling and spent time as a foreman at the Rochet bicycle factory in Paris. In 1900, he 
decided to set up shop in Sainte-Hermine, in Vendée, launching his “Blanche Hermine” brand and becoming the area’s 
very first bicycle manufacturer.

On Tuesday 14 July 1903, the very first Tour de France passed through Luçon. The event inspired the ever-resourceful Pierre 
to launch his own race, dubbed the “Grand Prix de la Blanche Hermine”, where riders from across Vendée took part in 
the Tour de France for the very first time, forming the area’s first team riding under the “Blanche Hermine” banner.
His efforts also earned him the award for the world’s most attractive bicycle at the 18th International Automobile, 
Cycle and Sports Exhibition in Paris in 1923, for his “vieil or” model for men and women.

The brand no longer exists, but it is commemorated by a bas-relief of “Hermine” created by François-Léon Sicard that sits 
above the door of the house where Pierre Mêmes lived with his family in Sainte-Hermine.

For more information: 
Dominique Gautron, historian and honorary president of the Vendéen Genealogical Society
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 27 03 11

The history of Sud Vendée
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La Roche-sur-Yon has something for everyone – whether you’re 
into heritage, walking, concerts or theatre!

- A place to discover strange beasts found nowhere else in 
France,
- A place to explore the history of the Napoleonic city and 
the medieval heritage of La Chaize-le-Vicomte,
- A place to get back to nature along the many footpaths,
- A place to meet passionate craftsmen who perpetuate 
time-served know-how and traditions,
- A place to take in a show and soak up the culture,
- A place to rub shoulders with elite athletes...
La Roche-sur-Yon – a place with a thousand faces and something 
for everyone!

La Roche-sur-Yon: A historic finish in the imperial city

Must-see attractions

The animals on Place Napoléon, designed 
by François Delarozière, are like nothing 
else in France. Strange beasts such as the 
dromedary, the Nile perch, the hippopo-
tamus, the frogs, the prankster toad, the 
pink flamingos, the sea otter, the crocodile, 
the sacred ibis and the owl are just waiting 
for passers-by to awaken them!

The animals on Place
Napoléon

The Haras de la Vendée is a temple to 
equestrianism, located in grounds of 4.5 
hectares at the heart of the city. The 
venue plays host to shows at different 
points throughout the year, giving visitors a 
breathless spectacle of horses in 
costumes and set to music. The place 
pays homage to the famous relationship 
between man and horse.

120 Boulevard des États-Unis
85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 37 48 48
w w w. s i t e s c u l t u re l s . v e n d e e . f r / H a -
ras-de-la-Vendee

The Maison Gelencser, an artisan choco-
late shop since 1956, offers a choco-
late-themed journey through time, 
retracing the history of cocoa. With six 
worlds to explore, the museum is a true 
sensory experience with tastings and enter-
tainment that unveil the ins and outs of the 
history of chocolate and chocolate-making. 
So get ready for a chocolaty experience to 
die for!

38, rue Paul-Emile VICTOR - Espace BELL
85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 24 22 40
www.chocolats-gelencser.com

Chocolate MuseumThe Haras de la Vendée

Did you know? A new town designed by Napoleon

La Roche-sur-Yon was once the chief town of a principality in 
the Middle Ages. Early development happened around the 
castle and the Vieille Horloge district. But its real heyday 
came under Napoleon, whose edict of 25 May 1804 marked 
the creation of the city – a moment that changed its face 
forever, with a pentagonal shape and chessboard-style 
layout with neoclassical-style architecture.
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Great places to stay

Camping Campilô (3 stars)
The 3-star Camping Campilô is a 16-hectare campsite nestled in a pine forest and a 
poplar grove adjoining two vast lakes. The accommodation options include the 
Koh’’Coon Premium Lodge – a wooden lodge by the water’s edge that can accom-
modate up to 5 guests. The campsite, on the outskirts of La Roche-sur-Yon, boasts a 
heated indoor pool and two lakes.

New for 2018: a kids’ splash park with water features and a spacious solarium.

L’Auroire – Chemin du camping – 85 430 Aubigny-Les Clouzeaux
Tel. : +33 (0)2.51.31.68.45 – Mail : accueil@campilo.com - www.campilo.com

Inter Hotel Napoleon (3 stars)
This hotel stands in a prime spot just 2 minutes from the station in the centre of the 
Napoleonic city. It boasts 29 characterful, cosy rooms for between 1 and 4 guests. The 
hotel also has an e-concierge service.

50 boulevard Aristide Briand - 85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 05 33 56 - Mail : contact@hotel-le-napoleon.com
www.hotel-le-napoleon.com

Great places to eat

At a time when people are looking to get 
back to their roots, Les P’tits Ventres de 
Terre is symbol of regional cooking. The 
eatery serves its dishes in pots that 
customers can enjoy directly with a spoon. 

79 bd du Maréchal Leclerc
85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 62 73 22
www.les-ptits-ventres-de-terre.fr

Les P’tits Ventres de Terre 

Head along the Yon and you’ll come to the 
Maison des Libellules and the Moulin de 
Rambourg, both of which preserve the 
memory of natural, preserved heritage. 

Numerous footpaths criss-cross the Yon 
valley – including Le Chaos de Piquet, a 
wild, romantic place that’s undoubtedly the 
most picturesque spot. 

Chaos de Piquet 
85 310 Le Tablier

L’Atable serves up traditional fine-dining 
cuisine, taking guests on a journey through 
the tastes and aromas of fresh, seasonal 
produce prepared using time-served 
know-how. What makes this restaurant so 
special is the menu, which changes every 
day – so there’s no place for routine here. 
Every visit is a chance to explore fresh 
recipes and exciting new dishes – all for the 
same, dependable price. 

20b rue Raymond Poincaré
85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 36 21 35
www.latable-larochesuryon.net

L’AtablePicnic at the Le
Chaos de Piquet
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The picturesque cycling trail
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Napoline, a chocolaty souvenir

Napoline is the sweet treat that La Roche-sur-Yon is 
famous for. Create by master chocolatier Patrick Gelenc-
ser, it’s a dark chocolate in the shape of Napoléon, with a 
crunchy praline centre and a soft, salted caramel heart.

2 Rue du Maréchal Joffre - 85 000 La Roche-sur-Yon
Tel. : +33 (0)2 51 36 17 41

Recommendation

The countryside at the gates of the city
Les Terres Noires to Moulin Neuf

This trail, which leads to the outskirts of La Roche-sur-Yon, is great for 
cycle tourists who want to get out into the open air and explore the 
countryside.

The route starts in a rustic setting, as you ride along pretty 
hedge-lined roads among the gently undulating landscapes and 
peaceful expanses so typical of the Bas Bocage. Next, the trail 
takes you past the Parc de Beaupuy, a departmental nature reserve 
known for its diverse sights and landscapes – woodland, meadows, 
lakes and the 19th-century manor. The second part of the route 
follows a car-free cycle path along the “Entre Yon et Vie” trail. Next, 
you’ll catch a glimpse of the 108-hectare Moulin Papon dam lake, 
where you can indulge in a spot of fishing, sailing, rowing or other 
water sports. You can also stop off for a picnic under the shade of the 
alder trees along the banks.

An official Vendée Vélo route – 8.3 km



8 days / 7 nights – From €576 per mobile home
Wednesday 4 to Wednesday 11 July 2018

Book a stay at a 4-star or 5-star campsite, experience the passing Tour de 
France and soak up the atmosphere at Vendée’s seaside resorts and beaches.

We’ve hand-picked two campsites on the route of the first Tour de France 2018 
stage – a 4-star campsite in Givrand (near Saint Gilles Croix de Vie) with 340 
spacious pitches and a large water park, and a 5-star campsite in Jard sur Mer 
with a water park and 450 sun-drenched pitches. Either way, you’re guaranteed 
a great atmosphere!
And to mark the occasion, you get free bike hire for two days plus a copy of the 
Vendée Vélo guide and high-visibility armbands.
Benefits:
 Two days’ bike hire included in the price.
 Two campsites on the Tour route to choose from.
 An exclusive price for your stay.

On the Tour route

Next stop Ile d’Yeu
2 days / 1 night – From €146 per person

Jump in the saddle, leave the mainland and ride along the cycle paths, quays 
and narrow streets in colourful villages on a wild island... As you tour the 
island by bike, you’ll experience the unmistakeable scents of gorse, honey-
suckle and wild garlic along its roads. Follow your nose towards La Meule, a 
fishing village and stunning natural port. And before you head back, don’t 
miss out on a visit to the old château. 

Benefits: 
 Two days’ bike hire included in the price.
 Plenty of accommodation options to choose from (2-star or 3-star  
 hotels, B&Bs, etc.). 
 Return boat crossing.

5 days / 4 nights – From €418 per person
This unforgettable marine “Tour” departs from Saint Jean de Monts. Ride 
out from the town’s cycle paths with the unmistakeable scent of pine sap, 
pass by the high point at Le Pey de la Blet and head towards La Barre de 
Monts. Next, you’ll come to Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, where you’ll pedal 
along the Vendée cliff road between the ocean and the “Belle Époque” 
villas. The tour even includes a day exploring island life on the Ile d’Yeu.

Benefits: 
 Maps and itineraries to help you make the most of your holiday at  
 your own pace.
     

 Luggage transported by the tour operator. 
 Bike hire and breakdown assistance included.

Marine cycle tour

CYCLING HOLIDAYS IDEAS

Information and booking:
Vendée Tourisme: Tel. +33 (0)2 51 62 76 82 / Mail: resa@vendee-tourisme.com 
For more information about these holiday ideas, go to: 
www.vendee-tourism.co.uk
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3 days / 2 nights – From €38 per person
Fancy a unique camping experience with all the comforts of home? Then 
look no further than this family break in a stunning setting on Noirmoutier 
Island. 

The Huttopia occupies a prime spot in the heart of a national pine forest, 
with direct access to the beach on Noirmoutier Island. The campsite is one 
of 11 properties in France that has signed up to the Office Nationale des 
Forêts“camping charter”.

Benefits: 
 Free baby equipment hire (cot, high chair) and family bathrooms.
 Four-person tent with kitchen area (fridge, crockery, two hot plates  
 and a barbecue).
 Full-day’s bike hire included in the price.

Safari tent family camping weekend

Dream holiday in an exceptional villa
3 days / 2 nights – From €334 per villa

Les Jardins des Sables d’Olonne is a holiday village in a stunning setting just 
a stone’s throw from Baie de Cayola and its magnificent rocky coastline. The 
village is made up entirely of villas, each with a private garden and pool. 
Here, the holiday of your dreams becomes a reality.

Benefits: 
 Choice of two villas with pool: Villa Acacia (1-6 guests) and Villa  
 Sophora (1-8 guests).
 High-quality facilities in the village, including the La Ferme de   
 Villeneuve restaurant (Master Restaurateur, Michelin Bib Gourmand  
 2017, Gault & Millau Guide 2017).
 Bike hire (two bikes) included.

41

3 days / 2 nights – From €201 per person
Starting from your 3-star hotel, you’ll follow two circular routes. The first (37 
km) takes you into the Marais poitevin, while the second (47 km) involves a 
ride through Mervent forest and Vouvant, a “Petite Cité de Caractère” 
(Village of Character). A holiday exploring the great outdoors and stunning 
landscapes – canals, forest and picturesque villages – by bike!

Benefits: 
 A 3-star hotel – a former coaching inn in the centre of 
 Fontenay-le-Comte.
 Maps and itineraries to help you make the most of your holiday at  
 your own pace.
 A ride in a traditional punt in the Marais poitevin accompanied by a  
 boatman.

er

The treasures of the Marais Poitevin
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Three wine tourism rides in partnership 
with Fiefs Vendéens.

Original Vélo Tour runs a wine-themed 
ride around the Domaine Mercier in Vix, 
plus two new routes through the 
vineyards of Pissotte and Mareuil respec-
tively.

Individual rides: €25 per adult, €10 per 
child.

Group rides: groups of 10 or more 
(contact us).

Wine tourism tours

Original Vélo Tour has teamed up with 
several boatman in the Marais poitevin – 
where boating is especially popular – to 
offer an enjoyable, refreshing day-long 
excursion packed with sensory expe-
riences.

Group of 4 or more adults, €30 per person 
(€45 per person with picnic included).

Original Vélo Tour runs guided rides 
around Fontenay le Comte, the former 
capital of Bas Poitou, at nightfall every 
Thursday between 19 July and 16 August 
2018. 

€20 per adult, €8 per child.

Dusk ridesDay-long bike and
boat experience

EXPERIENTIAL BIKE RIDES IN VENDÉE
With Original Vélo Tour 

CONTACT : Damien MOULIN – Founder and bike guide

ORIGINAL VELO TOUR - 3 Rue du Gros Noyer - 85 420 Maillé
Tel. : +33 (0)6 67 96 97 88  - contact@originalvelotour.fr
velo-degustation-visite.com
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Le Veloo de la Forêt runs bike rides along the cycle paths in and 
around Les Sables d’Olonne from April to All Saints Day. The rides 
take you through the forest and marshes, ending up on the beach 
for a typical Vendéen aperitif by the water’s edge.

This activity is for groups of between 8 and 24 people. All group 
types are welcome to take part in this great experience in a 
stunning setting – employees, customers, charities, friends and 
more besides.

€24 per person
CONTACT : Guénael SEVENO
Le Veloo de la Forêt - 19 rue de la forêt - 85 340 Olonne sur mer
Tel. : +33 (0)6 10 52 42 59 - contact@veloodelaforet.fr
www.veloodelaforet.fr

Dine-and-bike experience

With Le Veloo de la forêt 
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Plan the holiday of a lifetime in Vendée 
at www.vendee-tourism.co.uk 

Looking to get away from it all ? Follow us! 
Vendee Tourism 
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